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DR. SAUTEF: Mre President, may I continue with my testimony and 
examination of the witness Funk 
WALTER EMANUEL FUNK - Resumede 
DIRECT EXAMINATION = Continued. 
BY DR. SAUTER: 


Q Dr. Funk, yesterday you gave us a rathor brief account of your life, 


told us that you are 56 years of ago, that you have been marriod for 25 years, 


that you were Editor in Chief of tho Berliner Boersenzeitung, and in conclusior 
you told us yesterday what your convictions were regarding the development of 
Germany for the futurce Perhaps you can reiterate on some of these points 
where you were interrupted through the recess yesterday, and since your health 
was in such a poor state yesterday that at the close of the day you could 
scarcely remember what you had told the court during the daye What convictio 
did you have about the economic and political prospects for Germany in the 
future at the time when you entered the party? Perhaps you can just briefly 
sketch what you said yostordaye 

At that time Germany was in sry difficult economic crisise 
This crisis was caused chicfly through reparations and the way in which these 
reparations had to be met, and also through the inability of the rogime at 
thet time to master the economic problems which were plaguing the country at 
the timee The most disastrous problem in the matter of paying tribute was 
that German marks in immenso volumes were being transferred abroad to foreign 
countries without receiving anything in return. As a result of that, in 
foroign countrios therewas an over-balance of Roichsmarks. As aresult 
thoro was an inflatkon in Germanye People who had German currency beught 
Germany out. Therefore, there was a large indebtedness on the part of German 
industry, and it was an almost unbearable debt to foreign countriese It was 


all a short time debte There was financial estrangement in industry. 
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There was much moro debt than wo could handle, in every countrys Thore was 
a complete impoverishment of citizens and of the middle class stratum of 
socicty which was the chief bearer of German culturee Each third German 
family was unemployed, and the Govormaont itself had neither the power nor the 
courage to master these economic prcbloms, 

Those problems could nct have been solved through economic measures 
alone; it was necessary that first of all there should be a government with 
full authority and responsibility, and that а unified political will should 


be founded among the peoplee The National Socialists at that time captured 


ЦО per cont of the Reichstag mandates; the people streamed to this party in 


millions and millions, especially youth which was fired by the ideology and 
the personality of the Fuehrer which acted like a tremendous and huge magnet, 
Tho economic program of the Party was unclear and in my opinion was essentiall; 
based on propaganda to serve their purpose; and even in Party circles with 
which I cane into contact in the year 1931, this Party program was discussed 
and argued very vohenentlye 

At that time therefore I decided to give up my position as Editor 
in Chief of a large middle class paper to make myself independent by founding 
ane conomical political press information service which was transmitted to the 
various branches of the осопопу, also to the leading party circles, and also 
to circles which belonged to the German Naticnal Party and other partiose 

Q DreFunk, just a little while ago you said approximately that 
according to your then current opinion of perhaps the year 1931 that only а 
governnent with full authority and full responsibility, that is, cnly a 
strong state and one with a unified political will could save Germany from 
the crisis which Germany was going through thon; this crisis which was a 
result of the first World Ware ЛЬ that time did you perhaps have a thought 
whether the leadership prihciple, the Fuehrer prinzip which developed 
increasingly with tine, whether this leadership principle could coincide with 
your ownreconomic ideas? Or lot us put it negatively; at that time could 
you foresee bettornents resulting fron this leadership principlo? 


Will you clarify your position on that point? 
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А Аз to а government principle, ono can never say a priori vhothor 
it is good or bad, It depends on tho given circumstances, and, above all, 
on those people who ого doing tho rulinge 

Tho domcomtio and parliamentary principle was not succossful in Gormanye 
Germany had no parliamentary or democratic traditions, such as may bo found 
in othor ccuntrios, 

Conditions wore such that whon the government made decisions those very 
fow voices of the economic party actually did the deciding, and those 
voices wore, in tho main, bouchte  Jhoroforo, anothor principle had to come 
to tho foro; and in a totalitarian govornment, if those who.oarry tho 
authority ond responsibility are боой, thon the Govornment in turn is goode 

Tho leadership principle, in my opinion, meant that the best ono should 
rulo, and so in such a way tho authority would bo from above, to below and 
tho rosponsibibity would bo from below to 

From my conversations in the yoars 1931 with Hitler ond othor leading 


personalitios of the Party, and, as + said, from the confidence and tle 


onthusiasm which the German people brought to this political movement, I 


formed tho opinion that this Party wuld havo to come into the govornmont, 
and that through this Party alone salyation could cone. I personally 
wanted to put through my own economic ideas in this Party. 


Q Уг, Funk, you just rontionod tho porsonality of 1610г, Through 
whom did you meot Hitler? Who wore tho first personalitios among Party 
circles through whom you were won ovor to tho Party? 

In tho moin, Gregor Strassor, As I montioned yesterday, bo brought 
avout my first meoting with Hitler. Thon much lator, in Berlin, I mot 
Hermann Goorinj;, In tho main, І had very fow acquaintances in tho Party at 
that time and played no role in tho Party. 

е) Then after you had met Hitlor, whet impression did Hitlor токо on 
you at that timo? I would like to make this introductory romark, I beliovc 
it was the year 1951. You мого at that timo a mature man yoursolf, You 
were more thon 40 years old, and, as such, what was your improssion of the 
personality ond objectives, and so forth, of Hitlor? 

A My first conversation with Hitlerwas rather reserved, but it was 
small wonder since I came from a world which was ontirely stranzo to him, 


I immediately received the impression of an oxtraordinary personality, 
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With lightning spoed ho comprehended all problems and know very well how, 


with expressive gestures and gronr oratory, to present thoso probloms, 


Ho had the habit to take these probloms and to contemplate these probloms А 


pronlons with himsolf, and that way lifted 


these probloms to a more Piod spheres 
At that timo I told п my oconozic ond political ideas md told him 


especially that i based my economic thoorics on private proporty, which was 


the fundamental tenot of my economic thoorios, a which was intimately 


193 


connoctod with human activity. 
Ho, himself, in a rather lively mmnor agrocd with me and said tha 


his iden in cconomics was also based on selectivity, that is, what a porson 


could produco and personal capacity; and ho was very glad indeod that i 


весах 


wanted to act along those lines in tho Party; that I would work with him 


and support him in tho cconomic lino, all of which things 1 


Our rolationships were no closer than they wore at that momont, bocause 


he told mo that "This moment I can: A myself down in an cconomic, 


political way, and tho things that aro said by my theorist 


sts, such g 


I am not in complete accord with," 


economic political department which existod 


Zuohror I really had only in thc yoar 


the first o Roich 
Govor wont, I contacted h 


rotular 


Gr Ye Аб that timo it hanpened on occasion 


that ho would into rrupt mo suddonly, that wo would со into tho music roo 


o 


and ho would have mo play the 


more reserved araing Mon I 
became Minister of Economics tho stanco from me more and 
moro, dut whothor ho 


had special roasons, as Lomuors + ified hore, I 


really don't knowe 
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During my entire time as Minister, I was called in by the Fuehrer for 


4 


discussion, andcmsultation perhaps four or five times, he really did not 
need mo, becouse his economic ond political directives were civen to th 
Reichsmarshal, as he was the responsible head o 
beginning with the year 1942, ho gave these directives to Speer, since at 
that time armament dominated the entire economy. 
By then I had close connections with him only in 1933 and the first 
half of 1934 until tho death of the Reich President von Hindonburge 
Q Dr, Funky you have come along quito a bit in your disc: ( We 
would like to return now to tho year whon you ontorod the Р доп was that 
In the summer of 1934, 
Q Tho summer of '34, You have already told tho Court that for 
reasons given by you you did not cbjoot to tho leadership principlos, 
No, this leadership principle was necessarye 
Q On the contrary, you considered th loadorshio principle 
nocossary for tho poriod of onersoncy that cbhtainode 
Now, I am orosted : nowing ince thoro are various points of 
in the Party progra f view wh lator on workod out unfavorably, 
and which in tl this procoodin:; have been used against tho 
9, Lobonsraune During 
you have heard this word again and agazine Dre Schacht 
dealt with this problem also, Perhaps in 
own attitude to this problem aid this question, 
Lebensproblem, tho problom of life, is no cuo word. It was roally 


tho problom of lifo of the Gorman pooplo at that timo, Undor tho Торопа roblem. 


Q You monn Lebensraum? 


At that tim I did not think of tho conquoring of forcim countries 


T xut едь e i 2 рар» А z а 
апа tho thought ої tha mo, 28 to most other Gormans, was 


io to moe, 


4S for as Lobonsraum is cone orzod, wo moant the opening of tho world for 


Y СУРТУ Ў: 4 т МЕРАМА Ls 
Gormon interests o By that I moon a parti Cipation of the Gorman p 


for the using of S of tho world, whichworo prosont in 
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Whether that was to be done through colonies, or concessions, or 
through agreements of trade, that I did not actually bother myself with 
at that time in detail. How things worked out for Germany in the world 
economy, for Germany before the First World War, was decisive fcr me in 
becoming an economic journalist. The participation of Germany in the 
Rumanian petroleum industry, the concession of the Bagcad Railway, the 
growing German influence in South America and China and Greater Asia -- 
of those things made me very enthusiastic. And even at that time I met 
men like Otto Guther, Karl Helferich, Withoeften, with an ovorscas merchant, 
Hamburg, and many other German economic pioneers, and with all the enthusiasm 
of a young journalist, I was wedded to my calling. 

Lebensraum was for me at that time the fulfillment of these economie 
and political demands and of tho economic participation in Germany, a share 
in the goods of the world, an eradication cf the barriers which we met with 
on all sides, To те it was absolute nonsense that Germany on one side shuld 
pay tribute and pay ^ebts while on the other hand the creditor nations 
refused to have these debts mét in the only possible form, that is, in the 
form of goods and serviccese 

it that time a great discriminating wave started. I would like 
to point to the Ottawa Agreement and to the policy followed in America, а 
policy which resulted in 1929 and 1930 in a world eeon-mic crisis which 
Germany very, very hard : 

Q Dre Funk, have you completed? Then I would like to ask you another 
questions The Prosecution in their trial brief contend thatyou participated 
in the formation of tho Nazi programe What can you tell us ebout that? 

A I do not know what the Prosecution means by Nazi programe 

Q I belicve he means tho Party programe 

That is completely impossible. The Party program, as far as I 
know, was established in the year 1921 and at that tino I didn't even know 
abcut National Socialism or about Adolf Hitler, 

Q The Prosecution further asserts and is accusing you of tł 
that the deon mie development program in the year 1932 was established 


youe By that thsy mean a program for the recovery of German economic life, 


ls it correct that you establishec this econ mic program? 
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lj May 19l6-M-DYR-3-2 
A In the year 1932 I gave Gregor Strasser a few vital points for 
an economic program which he, Strasser himself, made known as a program of 
mine and gave this material to the various Party officers as material for 
speechese This economic recovery program, which according to the worcs of 
the Prosecution was supposed to become the econcmic bible for the Party 
and its organizers is, I believe, not revolutionary in any way and could 
nct draw any -ttention to ite 
I believe that any democratic government could be accepted by any 
democratic governmente I believe it is set down іп а book ==- in the bock 
from which the Prosecution took certain extracts. 
* 
Q Yes, it is presented, in the book by Dr. Paul Oestreich, a bo-k 
from which we have had many quotations. This book contains your biography 
under the title, “Walter Funk, А Life for Economy," and has been used by 
the Prosecution uncer Exhibit 3505-PS, Us 8, Exhibit 653. Dr. Funk, I have 
this program before me «= 


Plezse read ite 


tr»uds of thought, 
Se, at that time I 2 Naticna ceialist, ог .in apy 
event only a very young memb 
Q This economic recovery program has to be read in crder to convince 
one's self how little of actually characteristic Naticnal Socialist demands 
are contained therein, Thisis a progrsm of which the Defendant Funk says 
that almost any liberi cr domeeratic or cther b urge-is party c uld accept, 
The program menticns the bringing about cf work thr ugh priv^te an!State 
investment, and new investuentse That is point one, the providing of credit 
to the Reichsbank but t^ prevent inflation anc to bring abcut a healthy 
currency, money and cre Cit systeme The general 1 wering of interest rates, 


considering the special 
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interests as they applied, the bringing about of a central place for foreign 
“urreney and foreign trade, and the regulation of relations with foreign couns 
tries, to the end that the domestic market be considered and with Special atten- 
tion to the export trade which is absolutely necessary to German life, Regula- 
tion of German finance and insurancey the displacement of methods of balancing 

the budget, Stete protection for agriculture, the revitalizing of real estate 
and property along the lines of productivity, expansion of German raw naterials, 
the production of new national industries, technical changes -- that is all 
contained in this so-called economic recovery program, 

A This program was, according to the Prosecution, the official охр1апа- 
tion of the Party for economic nattors, It was my hope that the Party wouldc. - 
acknowledgethese principles, In later years I had groat difficulty with the 
various Party branches because of my economic principles, and I was considered 
in Party cireles a liboral and an outsider because of those econonic belicfs, 

I combatted the tendency and on the strength of it was in constant conflict with 
the labor front, but I was Supported especially in some of my economic views by 

Reichsmarschall Goering an! at my suggestion, even during the war, parts of the 

Hernann Goering Werks weres once more put back es a private basis, 

х was an opponent of State econety, because Stato econony tan bring about 
only avorago production, Staatawirtschaft (Stato Economy) means а sterile осо- 
пошу and economy which does not fostor tho utnost competition or individual 
effort, and any economy which lacks these elements of competition and initiative 
will ronain sterile and Will bo at best nodiocro in its results, 


t 


Tho Fuchror at first always agrood very enthusiastically with пу principles 


and it was a сгоаъ disap ointnent to me when finally in the last years the Fuchre 
Por very vehemently turned toward tho middle-class and bourgeois world, making 
© ` dcs - ix] 


а fiasco of пу cntire life's work, 
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THE FRESIDENT: Dr, Sauter, it seems he might get on to something more 
important than this, his views as between state economy and private enterprise. 
DR. SAUTER: Yes, Mr, President, 
BY DR. SAUTER: 


Q Dr. Funk, you know the tremendous problen of unemployment at that time 


аде it possible for Hitler to get to power. What views did you have for the 


elimination of unemployment, especially since you knew that problem? 
Dr, Sauter, we have heard nearly all the defendants on 


п obtained in Germany at that time, and there is no charge 


against these defendants for trying to re-establish German economy between the 


years 1933 and 1939. 
гв, of course, Mr. President. I wanted to put a cuestion 

io the defendant, Dr, Funk, just how he envisioned the elimination of unen- 
ployment; for from ihe testimony of other defendants, I gathered that he had г 
different way of doing away with unemployment, such as throug: re-arimament, 
perhaps. But in this case, as far as I know, this does not apply, and I believe 
when we come to judge the defendant Funk, this problem is of signifieance to hij 
the matter of how he viewed the elimination of unemployment, whether through 
re-armament or through another way. 

I believe it will not take very much time, lm, Presider The defendant 
Funk, I am sure, will be very brief —— perhaps just a sentence or two, 

TH PRESIDENT: Не can answer that in a sentence, І should think, 
BY DR. SAUTER: 

Q Please, doctor, be as brief as possible. 

А If I am to answer in just one sentence, I can say only that at that 


tine I viewed the climination of unemployment according to a very solid plan, but 
wibhout armament. but things which I would have to explain, Bub in any ova, 
at that time, ro-armament was not even discussed. 

Q But can you just tell us in a few words? 

А First of ali, work was on the streets, so to ѕреак. It was absolutely 
necessary to build streets and highways: it was necessary bo bring about a 
revitalizing of the automotive industry, an industry which, of course, had to be 
protected. There was a building and housing program. Hundreds of thousands 
of houses were lacking and were needed. 
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Agriculture had to be put on a technical and motorizcd basis. 

І would like to give jist one example, ani something which will give us 
the proper light on the subject. Up until the war, of the entire productivity 
of Germany, two-thirds went to private consumption, only one-third for State 
needs, Up until that point, the armament industry did not play a decisive 
role, 

Q Dr. Funk, now we will tiwn to another problem, You will remember that 

Prosecution contended in their trial brief that the accusation against you 
was largely a diverted one, I ‘scwne, therefore, an argument which is less 
concerned with your actions, but rather is based on your offices, Therefore, 
I ^ interested. Which party offices did you have? 

A At only time, in the year 1932 

Q (Interposing) These are party offices, not State offices, 

A І understand, In the year 1932 › and for only a few months, I received 
party directives and missions, At that time, Gregor Stra give re 
an office for privatwirtschaft--private economy. This officc, however, was 
dissolved a few months later when he himsclf loft the perty and its offices, 

Then in December of 1932, I was instructed to head a comission for 
economy. 

Q That is in Decanber of 1932? 

А Yes, 

Апа in February of 1933, that is, two months theree*ter, I gave up this 
ofiice, also. Both instructions, ог offices, were insignificant, and therefore 
never accomplished anything in the short time of their duration. А11 these 
gentlemen can confirm ùe on this, all the defendants who had leading positions 
in the party at that tine, 

But beyond that, I never had a party office; that is » after 1933, I did 
not Rave any instructions from the party, and no party office, 

Q Then tnis so-called Amt Fur Privatwirtschaft, the Office for Private 
Economy, if I understood you correctly, existed for just a few months in the 
year 1932, but did not actually function, And of the other, this Comission 
for Economic Policy, you were made the head in December of 1932. Then a month 
later, in Fetruary of 1933, just shortly after taking over power, this so- 
called office was given up by you; is that correct? 


А Yes. 
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Аз far as your connection with tho party is concerned, were you a 
nomber of any organization of the party — of the SA, of the 55, or 
organization, branch, or affiliation of the 
А І never belonged to any organization of the party, neither 
SA nor to the ss, or any other organization, and, as I “ave already 
did not bolong to the Gorps of Political Leaders, 


You did not belong to the Corps of Political Leaders? 


К mm . ә 
No, 
You know, Dre Funk, that the party functionaries, thc 


Guard, ond so forth, amually, in November, wet in Munich; and w 
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saw a film showing some of these functions, 
Were you ever present at these gatherings of the 8th and 9th of Novem- 
ber? Were you ever invited? 

Whether I was invited I do not know. That may bee But I was 
never present at a gathering of this kind, for these were gatherings which were 
for the old party members, and of the Old Guard, They were in commemoration of 
the March on the Feldherhalle; and, as I say, І потег participated in these 

gatherings, as I rarely attended larger gatherings. I never liked to attend. I 
only attended a party rally oncee ЛМ gatherings always brought physical pain 
to mee 

Mr, Witness, after you had become a min Lister, did you receive the 
golden party emblem? 

A. J I received that when I was press chicf of the Reich government. 


Qe You did not get it as minister? 


How long had you been a National Socialist member of the Reichstag? 

For just a few months, 

From when to when? 

From July of 1932 until February of 1933. 16! was not rea 
elected, for the Chairman of 1 E stag ganization, Frick, said that 
according to a directive of the Fuc > mly the old party members 


called in. But I had a 


Qe Then with these laws, these laws which are especially irportant 


to this proceeding, such as the Ermaechtigunesgesetz, the Enabling Act, which 


for all practical purposes eliminated the Reichstag, or tho law for the pro- 
hibiting of politica 11 parties, or the law dealing with the unity of party and 
State -- as as all these laws are concerned, which were in preparation for 
later development, were you still a member of the Reichs tag at that time, or had 
you been eliminated already? 

А. Iwas not in the Reichstag any longer. But even so, I considered 


thesc laws necessary. 
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Qe That, of course, is another question, But you wero not in the 
Reichstag any longer? 

Ae Nos; and I was not a member of the cabinet, either. 

Qe Dr. Funk, repeatedly we have seen and heard about on affidavit by 
the American consulegencral, Messersmith, dated the 28th of August, 1945, 
1760-PS. He says in the passage which concerns you, Funk was the editor of 


one of the leading financial papers of Berlin before it was taken over by 


the Nazis, and very little open sympathy for them -- that is, the Nazis-- 


while they were in powere 

He also says, later he became an enthusiastic National Socialist and 
became one of the most influential end effective tools of the party, because 
of his capabilities along certain linose 

And that is what the American consulegeneral, Mossorwmith, has to say 
about you here. 

I should like to quote another passage, torecall it to your memory, 
from the book which I have already mentioned, a book by Dre Oestreich, which 
has the title "Welter Funk, A life for Economy". That is 3505-PS, and has 


already been used and s these proceedings. 
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In this book the author says that ovon though the tasks given you by the 
Party were just of а few months? duration, these missions wore rathor signifi- 
cant and coul be considered as 

What can you toll us about tho wo Quotations? What was your attitude? 

І declared myself for tho Pe y and ontoroc пу Party work with onthu- 
that I havo already stated. В listened to propaganda ors;aniza- 
as lir. iossorsnith ( na I really cannot renenber knowing lr, Messer- 

smith at all. I do not recall having talked with hin about Aus stira or tho Ans- 


chluss; that I do not rocall. I c nsidorod tho unification of Germany ond Aus- 
tria, but I do not rocall that I: 1 t tnat Mattar with lim. lossorsnith. 
Ав far i ho oi 1 erned, n Sorry that tho 


rosecution conside 1 ook г à sourco of information, И 2 ere discilo- 


ould have been avoided, and which I would not have to refute here 
was completely apart fron the Party. 


German nowspapor in Chilo, and for 
Gornan fiaancial 
ido circulation for his book, 
in tho Party in rathor glowing 
bite I believe that ho roally wanted to do 
in any event, things as they are pictured in tho 


аро not truc to formé 


Q Mr, Witness, in a doement submitted by tho prosecution, 3563-PS, it 


that you, Dr. Funk, wore callod an economic political counsellor of Hitlor's 
In othor spots it says that you wore tho Wirtscha aftsboauftracter-Econonic Pleni- 
potentiary == of Hitlor's, Was this & Party office, or just what was ncant by this 
term? What functions did you have? Can you o:plain it? 

m This was noither a Party office nor was it a Party title. Tho press cals 
led me tha any tincs, on the basis of my activity in the yoar 1932, an activity 
which developod thon, and this passed ovor from the press into littoraturo. However 
it was not an office and it was n: t a title. It soons to mo nonsensical that this 


activity could have beon Significant, then I cortainly would have kept on with 
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1 rotainod thon 
tato Socrotary itoinhardt, 
incial center in tho Roichsloitun 
or Economy =- thoro was 
never such thing. “hen tho Party came to powor, I loft the iteichstag and all 
Party organizations, 
Q I ] i o course of 1 proceeding, perhaps once or twice з а 
Economic Council of the Party — and 
has been mentioned. Fhat do you know about your mom- 
borship in this group, and about tho instructions and the phe of activity 


and influence cf that Party іпзігило 


I really had to 


nsultet 


Reichswirtschaft sprat c 


participated that committee, and I was vory nuch 


surprise: Ту supposed have been tho Deputy Chairnan of this group. 
However, this group nover had any significance 
You nenticned Gottfricd 


HM ^ no ha 


Lo was the ocononic theorist of Party fron tho bogirninz, until 


nin 


Party actually got 





iN TT 


һ уду 953-1 


Q He set up the dogmas and theories of the Party fron the inception 
of the Party, until the taking over of power? 

А Yose Then, Dr. Wagner and Keppler overshadowed this mane 
Keppler 2180 had the title of economic counsellor to the Fuchrer. That is, 
he had this title in publice 

Q Dr. Funk, these personalities whiéh you just mentioned were, in yow 
opinion, if I understood you correctly, those men who might be called the 
economic advisors of Hitler? 

^ No, that is wrong, Hitler did not consult anyone, he did not ask 
for advice, апа least of all in the matter of economicse hese were tho men 
who dealt with economic-political problems in the leadership of the Party; 
that is, before my time and a 

О Ajso in а journalistic way, like Dre Feder? 

A they wrote quite a bite 

Q Dr. Funk, those were your real or alleged Party offices. Now I 
turn to your State office 

After the taking over of pcowor --that is, in 1933 -- you became Press 
Chief of the Reich Gevermmente And in March of 1933, when the Propaganda Mine 
istry was crcatod, which was a State Ministry, you became > Secretary in this 
Propaganda Ministry under the Minister of Propaganda, Goebbels. Can you give. 
us the antecedents of this step? 

A Мау I just briefly talk about these matters? It would be much 
easier if you just asked me one question at a timo, 

Q Then I would like you to consider further the question of just 
why you were called into the Prop paganda lündstry, why, you were made Pross Chief 
of the Reich Government even though you, on the whole, had concerned yourself 
with cconomic problems and questi-nse 

À The Reichsmarshal, in his testimony, has already stated that he, 
first of all, did not know at any time that before the year 1933 I had beon 
active in the Party, and that, secondly, the instruction to me to becomePress 
Chicf of the Reich Government was a complete surprise. 

On the 29th of January, 1933, the Fuchrer told me that he could find 


no one anong the old Party members who knew the press very well, and he was, 
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therefore, asking mo to take over the position of Press Chief. In connection 
with this office, there was a regular discussion with the Reich Presidente 
The Reich President knew me and, as I may mention again later on, he liked ne, 
I was often a guest in his home, with his family, 

Q That is, Hindenburg? | 

A Yes, Hindenburge 

These werc the rasons which prompted Hitler to make me Press (iof 

cich Govermmente The Press Chief of the Reich Governnent was a 

or in the Reich Chancollory, and I did not like it vory well 
that I should suddenly become an official, for I really cid nct want anything 
like that at all, evere However, there was a gencral enthusiasm in those 
days, and in order to follow the call of tho Fuehre im, І accepted. I had regula: 
press interviews with him, in tho рговопсо of Lamnmcrse This lastod fcr only 

nd а half, up until the death of the Reich President; then theso 
conferences stopped, and the Fuchrer gave his instructi ns to tho pross through 
the Pross Chiof of the Party, Dr. Dictrich, who later became a state socrctary 
in the Propaganda Ministry. 

When the Propaganda Ministry was founded, the Fuchrer asked me to 
organize this ministry so that Goobbols would not have to bo bothered with 
acministration, organization, and financial problemse Then the Press Departe 
ment of the Reich Government, which I had headed up until now, was established 
in the Propaganda Miristry and incorporated into special department, 
immediately subordinate to Goebbels, and we received a special head, 

Fron that period of time, therefore, and after a period of a month 
and п half as Press Chief of tho ny activity for information 


and instruction of the press coasede From that tine cn Goebbels concerned 
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hinsolf with this matter, There was a sharp separation of political and 


administrative problems in the Ministry. So far as propagande was concerned, 


ho brought in his old collaborators from tho propaganda londorsbip of 


tho Party. І was not takon into this soctors I was not used foypolitical 
propagandae Goebbels took caro of thoso matters through the Party, or 
through the Party instrument, of which I was not a membere 
I, as the Chairman of the Supervisory Council of the Roichsrundfunk 
Gosollschaft, had to take саго of tho financial o It was a matter of 
a hundrod million, 
I never gave any propaganda speeches over the radio and I novor 
participated in large public announcoments of thc Stato or of 
Naturally realized fully the significance of propaganda for 
‘srecd with this policy. I was anazod at tho way in which 
bols carried on tho However, so far as active propag 
was concornod, I had no 
Q Thon, if I undorstood you correctly, all you did was work in the 
istry, which was a stato ministry, as an administrative and 
but tho propag by Dre Goebbels, 
tho iinistor, and was formulated by those people whom ho took from the 


propaganda seteup of + Party int 


+715 LU 3 ahyon 
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are with hin le 

position as State Secrotary was limited, toa large 
oxtont, by tho fact that mmy missions of the Stato Secrotary 
ministrics мого taken care of by Goeubels or by his own oxport, tho later 


Gauloiter H inncke ө 


during my entire activity in the Proy 


co times as a deputy of Goebbelse One 


Sisnaturos has boon brought in and 


proved by the prosecutions 
signaturo, under an order carrying through a diroctive that had come from 


Borline 
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Q What kind cf directive was that concerning tho Reichskulturkauner 
Gesetz? 

А The Roichgkulturkaeumer? Тһеѕо laws were decided uo n by the 
Reich Cabinet. I wa s not a member of the Reichs Cabinet, but as the 
State Secretary -f the Propaganda Ministry, I had the formal rep onsibility, 
and naturally І was fcr prepaganca, asaay-ne and с very: ne else was who 
was in a leading positicne Тһе entiro cultural life of tho nation wa 
permeated with this propaganda, an! the overtowering importance of this 
propaganda in the nation and s tatc is well known. 

Q Dr, Funk, the Prosecution h^s held you responsible for hws which 
during your term as Press Chief of tho Roichsregicrung were given out. 

І am especially pointing to the laws which мег. submitted under Docuuents 
2962 and 2963. These are laws which you well know concerned the 
elimination of civil rights in Geruany, the elimination of tho parliamentary 
form of government, and I an aéking you to tell us how you were connected 
with these laws and if you as Press Chicf -f the Reich Government had any 
influence on the contents and promulgation .f these laws, 

A Мо, This question was answered by the Reichsmarshal and by 
Dre Lamers, Both of them said No, and my only task w2sto transmit the 
orcers from the Puchrer to tho Press, 

Were ycu present at the sessions .f tip Rcich Cabinct? 

Yos, 

дпа you knewabout the discussions and decigions? 

Yes, 

That wsthe purpose of your presence there, but your work--and 
please tell me if I am correcteewns Sololy after the sessions of the Reich 
Cabinet to tell tho press about the decisicns that had been made? 

A Yes. 

Q Is it correct that you had neither influence cn the Crafting of 
the laws nor any influence on the contents of the 5, nor influence on the 
voting? 

A Yes, that is right. Т had neither a seat пог a vote in the 


Cabinet 9 
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Q Were you responsible for the press policy of the Reich Government-- 
and I am emphasizing the Reich Government and not the Party? 

A I have previously said that I received my instructions for the 
press from the Fuchrer, and that was for a period of a month and а half. 
Then Dre Goebbels took over this jobe 

Q You have already said that the press conferences with Reich 
President Hindenburg ended with his death in August 1931, 

Yos. 
And from that samo period of time onwards, your press conferonces 
the then Reich Chancellor Hitler? 

A Yes, that is correcte Reich President Hindenburg had died in the 
meantime, 

Q And then more and more in your place as tho Reich Press Chief 
was the Party official, Dre Dietrich? 

A Yes, Dre Dietrich was ono of the menbers of tho close circle about 
the Fuchrer, and through him the Fuehrer gave his instructions to tho Pross. 


Q Dre Funk, the book which we have already dealt with, the book by 


Dre Oestrich--3505-PS, US Exhibit 6l3--contoins the following quotation 


about your press policy, and I quote: 

"funk is one of the journalists who acted in Berlin and beyond, and he 
may be thanked for the way in which he concerned himself with your wishes, 
especially in the period of tansition, Funk is responsible for the much 
quoted word that the press should not be a.hand organ, with which he spoke 
against uniformity and if we were to uso the German word, against the unity 
of the press, and to bring about an individual aspect, but he also protected 
the press whore cfforts of the various offices tried to further thoir own 
positions" 

A Yos, that is right, and that was my opinion. So far as it was 
within my power, I tridd to protect the press from uniformity and arbitrary 
treatment, cspecially on the part of the offices. I triéd to protect it 
against thate 

Q You have already said, I believe, that as far as the political 


leadership of the Propaganda linistry was concerned--and I stress the 
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political leadership--you did not participate. Is that right? 

А. Yes, that is right. 

DR, SAUTER: Mre President, I am turning now to a new complex of 
questions, Do you wish to have thor ecess now, your Honor? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think we will go straight on. We are going to 
adjourn at 12 ofclock. 

Q Witness, I come now to your attitude concerning the question 
anti-Semitism. I do so because you are held more or less responsible 
for these perpetraticons sgainst the Jows,. Will you tell us about your 
principal attitude? 

І was never anti-Semitic in the sense of a race theory. I at first 
considered the anti-Semitic demands of the Party program as matters of 
propaganda. At that time the Jews in various important fields of German 
life had a somewhat dominant position, and there were many very wise Jews 
with whom I had personal contact who did not think that it was in the intcrest 
of the Jews that Jews should cominate the cultural life, the legal 
profession, the sciences, the economic life as much as they did at that time. 

ects in it that gave tho people an anti-Semitic tendency at 
timce 


In the cultural life, the Jewish influence vas particularly strong, 


n" n 


anc here the influences also scemed from my point of view to be 
particularly pernicious because tendencies wore represented in the Jewish 
influence which І had to consider as definitely non-German and non-artistic, 


especially in the ficld of painting and musice 
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The Reich Chamber of Culture Law was created, the Reichskulturkanner 
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3osotz, which in fact excluded the Jows redically from German cultural life 
but left possibilities for exceptions, Wherever I was in a position to apply 
these exceptions, I did so, 

The law, as I w tate 8 а law issued by the Reich Gabinct, which hed 
the responsibility for it, І was at that time not a member of the Cabinet, so, 
whatever I could do, I did to see to it that the Jews, as woll as people who had 
ever dealt in the cultural Life shouli be helped by me as long as I was in the 
Propaganda Ministry, Everybody who knows ue from any activity curing that 
period will mave to testify to that, 

DR, S.UTZR: Іа iy document book, number one and two, І have 
submitted two affidavits, the first опо by the editor of the "Frankfurter 
Zeitung", Albert Oeser, and the other опо by the lawycr, Dr. Rosen. І 
ask you to toke judicial notice of both of these nts, The first 
affidavit proves that the defendant Funk hin ith danger to his own 
position, was extremly concerned about the interests of the editor of tho 
Frankfurter Zeitung" end was concerned about a nunber of ; of that 
newspaper organization and intervened for them, especially for such 
members of that organization who were non-Aryons and who, therefore, 
according to the intentions of the Party, should not nave been kept 
mployed, but Funk tenaciously fought for thom to be Коро in their 
positions, 

Not according to the intentions of the Party, р the law for the 
Chaiber of Culture. That prohibited it, 

DR, SAUTER: Yes, of course; also that law, Then the docwent in 
the document book nuubor two, an affidavit by Dr. Roson, confirms that the 
defendant Funk, for instance, intervened also for the family of the 
composer Dr, Richard Strauss and his non-Aryan grandchildren and, in doing 


so, risked certain dangers for himself and exposed himself to danger. 


These are just a few oxonsles, but the dofendent can probably tell you of 


other examples, 
THE FRESIDENT: What exhibit потег ore you offering those аз? 
DR, SAUTER: In document book number ono and two, I have submitted 


the original, 





ҮШ! 
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THE PRESIDENT: One and two? 
SAUTEX: Ono ond two, 
Q Dr, Funk, I havo said that perhaps you could—-but quito bricfly-- 
give us sore more exmmpics of cases in which you used your offi cis]. position 
to intervone for artists who, becouse of their attitudes, had difficultics, 


“ 
f 


Will you mntion some nanes? 
Richard Strauss is a special case. That remrkable composer raninto 
ereat difficultios on ount of a book, the toxt of which was written by a 
Jow, Stefan Zweig, and I gy eceodod im having Richard Strauss again received by 
s just pessed over, 
Sinilar diffieultics vor. mode for Dr. Wilhelm Fuortwaarlor because he 
of the cornpasor Hindemth in cn article, and then, of course, 
fish wives, like Behar, «nd others, 
st the performance 
ма I succecaed in getiins from Hitler permission for these co 
performances of their work, 
I could mention ! 
he hclpod hundreds of 


have acted hostilely 
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DR. SAUTER: Йе are of tho opinion, Mr. President, that to judge the 
character and the personality of the defendant, it may be of a certain in- 
portance whethcr decrees with an anti-Semitic tendency were signed by him 
because as nn official be considercd himself duty-bound to execute kaws on the 

asis of his oath, or whether he signed these laws because he himself was an 
antieScmite nnd becnuse he wished to persecute Jewish citizens and to deprive 
them of their rirhts, and for this reason only. 
Dr. Souter, the Tribunal thinks that you have made the 
point quite clearly that he helped Jewish friends, but it isn't a question 
which need be gone into in detoil, 


DR. SAUTER: І come now, Mr. President, to another point. 


ask the defendant how, in tho course of years, his activiti 
developed in the Propaganda Ministrye 
exactly in the same direction as I have described here. I was 
large cultural, economic concern, 
vas chairman of the board of 
Philharmonic Orchestr апд in the Propaganda Council of Ger- 
man Economy where activity of publicity in sn economic field was concerned, 
and the participatic onomy itse in that activitye Those were 
the main parts of my worke 
your activity in the Propaganda Ministry, the 
Prosocution has submitted ^n affidavit by the former Reich Chief of the Press, 
I believe, Max Amann, under Noe 3501=PS, to which I want to refer now. 
In that affidavit, we find the sentence that you, Dr. Funk, and I 
literally, "were practically the Minister in the Propaganda Ministry". 


it says further on, and I quote again: "Funk exerted complete control over 


1 
i 


all means of expression in Germany, over the press, the theater, rad and 
music." 
Now, I ask you to state your position in that respect, but you can do tha’ 


quite briefly because I have already submi an affidavit to the contrary by 


Max Amann to which I will refer latere Reply with one sentence, please. 
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А, Amann knew the Ministry from the outside only, snd therefore ho was 
not informed about the internal business of tho Ninistrye Му work was such 
as I have described heree It is definitely absurd to assert that under a 
minister such as Dr. Goebbels, the Ministry could have been lod by someone 
else who was not really the Ministere 

Goebbels assumed such an exclusive and conclusive 
propaganda that beside him no one 
SAUTER: 
book, under 
vit by that same former Roichsleiter Мох Amann which I havc submitted. 
the appendix to the document book, and I ask you to take judicial notic: 
affidavit. І don't think 

I received thit 

member of the Prosccutione 

The most essential part of that affidavit of the 17th ) was 
that Reichsleiter Мах Amann also confirms that Funk did 
do with propaganda as suche That is 
the radio, nor propaganda speeches of any kind, but 
with the organization and administration of thc 

Now, Mr. President, I сото to the attitude 
as Minister of Economics, 

BY DR. 


A m куе ay : 
ч. Dr. funk, until 1937 you worse Stato Secretary in 
Ministry, and then, at the end of Novemb 987 you became 
T? 


Economy after your predecess¢ Schacht had 

Can you describe 
took place and why 

üe That came about quite 
at the opera, the Fuchrer, who was present ook me to the side during an 
intermission and explained to me that the differences o pinion between 
Schacht and Goering could no longer be bridged, and that therefore he 


|. 


dismiss Schacht as Minister of Economy and was asking me to accept thc 
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since he knew about my previous knowledge 
Rcoichsmarshal 
would explain everything else to 
That was the only conversation which I had with the Fuchrer in that 
respecte 
Qe Апа then you spoke to Gocring himself? W y describo that, 
Ihe Reichsmarshal told me that in fa с had intended to nut only 
a state secretary in charge of tho Reich Ministry of Economics, but that 
later he came to the conclusion that tho larre machinery 
Plan should be merred with the extensive machinery 
follow his 
in particular the General plenipotentiarics f 
branches of economy should be maintained and they w 
immediately from the Goncral Р1опіро- 


of that 


der his le 
of economic policy, 
The moin posts of le: 
there was 4 post which 
concerned with fo 
manpower, the post which 
remained the meneral 
that is, for coal, 
subordinate to the Pleni 
tho Ministry of Economics in that wey received several 
continued to 
Reich Office for Economic Research, which was in the hand 


Strauch, the Reich Office for & il Rescarch, which Stete Secretary 
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who was mentioned in connection with Slovakia and Asutria, was i: 

I tried to get these 
today exactly what happe: 
FoureYear Plan anyway. 

Q Dr. Funk, tho most essential fact among the ones you have mentioned 
sccms to me to be that you had tho title of minister, but that in fact you 
were not rcally the minister, but maybe had the position and tho function 

secretary, and your soecallod 
definitely to the directives of the Four-Yoor Plan, 
defendant Goering, and was bound to follow these directivese 

Did I understand it correctly? 

A. Yes, the latter is correct. The shal has explained and 
confirmed that here himself. But tho first st-tema 3 not correct becnuse 


at any rate, at lenst formally, I ha^? the position 


tremendous administrativ 


decisive phases, 
in the hands с 
But it was n he position of minister as one ild generally think of 


«ү РА = 
There was 


In this trial, it happi 
Dr. Funk, the Prosecution asserts 
ster with tho usual responsibilitix 
of that, under your sunervision 
in Gorman economy which strategically fell 
industry, thet is, particularly raw 
n industry, power stations, craf 

and foreign currency. 


I remind you, Dr, Funk, of the statements ^n pare 22 of the Gorm^n trans- 


f the trial briof, which I discussed with you several days ago. 
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